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EDITOR’S COMMENTS
Well, we have reached the end of another Gyro year and it sure as hell was different. I'm glad all I had 
to do was report on it and not organize it. President Brian and his crew of Wes, Garry, Paul, Sandy, two 
Dales & past president Brad did a great job. It wasn't like shaking hands, getting cocktails & dinner 
served by an attractive young girl instead of getting it yourself. However, our virtual meetings helped 
keep us sane. The occasional guest speaker was spaced between a lot of biographies. We know each 
other better now. On behalf of the entire Club, I would like to thank our executive for their efforts 
under very trying circumstances. Hopefully Wes, you and your team will have it easier.

LAST MEETING   
Monday June 21
After greeting each other, a little chatter and acknowledging Brad's lack of facial hair, we moved on to 
the acclamation of our executive for this year which are:

President,  Wes  Fillo,  Vice  President,  Ian  McGillivray,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Garry Pattison,  
Directors-Two Year,  Al Clark and Jim Barrette,  Directors-One year,  Paul Stout  and Sandy  
Macleod, Immediate Past President, Brian Stein

Congratulations gentlemen and thank you for putting your names forward. The Biographies of two of 
these gentlemen follows.
Wes Fillo – incoming president
Wes was born in  Kandahar  (Saskatchewan) to  Czechoslovakian immigrants.  The family moved to 
Saskatoon  where  he  went  through  most  of  his  schooling,  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Saskatchewan with a degree in Engineering. He worked with various Engineering and Consulting firms 
over  his  career  designing  and building  water  systems  for  agricultural  irrigation,  towns,  cities  and 
anything that required water. This led him from “small town” Saskatchewan to Lethbridge, Calgary, the 
west coast and back to Lethbridge and Calgary. He joined Gyro in Lethbridge 40 years ago and has 
been a good member of our Club for the majority of those years.
With  partners,  he  opened  a  construction  material  recycling  company  which  has  become  very 
successful, expanding into three  facilities. The Club toured the first facility a few years ago. Very 
impressive.
While at the U of S he met Judy whom he married after graduating. They have three children, all 
university grads and numerous grandchildren. In his semi-retirement,Wes enjoys fishing and together 
they enjoy golfing, skiing and travel. He claims to have been a pole vaulter in high school.
At one point, they acquired a very large motor home which they used to travel in the southern US for  a 
few years. 
Wes and Judy have always been very hospitable with our Club, hosting the annual Grey Cup party. I 
remember going to their place many years ago for an October “Guess Who's Coming to Dinner”. Judy 
greeted us with “Thank God it's you. I want to watch the baseball game.” My wishes exactly.
Brian Stein – outgoing president
Brian also was born in Saskatchewan and is green through & through. It is said that his mother was 



taken to Medicine Hat (I think he said by air) to give birth to him, so as not to interfere with his dad's 
curling. The family owned a store. 
Brian played baseball as a kid at a fairly high level and belonged to the “Young Voyageurs” with whom 
he had a trip to Kingston which was a big deal for a young lad from the prairies. Having longed to be 
an accountant since he was in grade 10, he attended the University of Saskatchewan and obtained his 
Commerce degree, the certificate for which was presented by “Dief the Chief” Diefenbaker”
Somewhere in here, he met Vianne. They now have two children and three grandchildren.
He commenced his Articles in Regina with Touche Ross but, like Dave Pilkington, he wanted more 
direct client contact and was hired by a firm in Medicine Hat where he got his degree. He became a 
partner in the firm fairly quickly. He settled into the Hat  becoming a school board trustee and later an 
alderman which he really enjoyed. A few years later, Meyers, Norris, Penny (MNP) came calling and 
his firm was merged with them. They asked him to move to Calgary and manage their office here. 
After 7 mergers in 8 years he retired, did some consulting, started a successful drilling company with 
partners, sold it and re-retired to Kelowna where he joined Gyro. The next stop was Calgary and our 
Club. He does spend considerable time back at his second residence in Windemere.
FUTURE EVENTS
Plans are in the works for a Bocce event later in the summer at McGillivrays and our Installation in 
September or October. It was the unanimous choice of those in attendance at the last meeting to have a 
bit more formal Installation than we have had in the last few years. You will be advised on both of 
these functions.
HEALTH AND WELFARE
Brenda Stout is struggling through her first chemo treatments.  Please keep her in your prayers
It is a long time before our next meeting so if you have some spare time, pick a Gyro at random and 
give him a call. We can all use a little cheer.      
INTERNATIONAL & DISTRICT NEWS
If you haven't already done so, please complete the survey you received from Gyro International about 
three weeks ago. Make your opinion count!
International AGM & Officer Installation
As  the  Winnipeg  Convention  was  cancelled,  an  annual  general  meeting  was  held  via  Zoom, 
quarterbacked by a nice young lady from GetQuorum who specialize in such a thing. Most of the 
business  was  routine  with  one  resolution  relative  to  International  providing  some  funding  for 
International Conventions being defeated.. Many awards were presented with those of interest to our 
group being: the Ed Steinbacher Lifetime Achievement Award to our honorary member,  Ken Baker 
and the George France Award for the best article submitted to the Gyroscope, to  John Cobb for the 
story of his sailing trip. Well deserved my friends.
Our Alan Pentney was ousted to Immediate Past President, Blanton Bessinger from Minneapolis and 
Peter  Carter  from Edmonton  were  elevated  to  the  position  of  President  and  First  Vice  President 
respectively while Dan Durbin from Olympia/Tacoma is our new Second Vice President. 
The next time you see Alan, say thank you for a job well done together  with his fellow EC members 
and the team of District Governors.
The 2022 International Convention will be held in Cleveland Ohio, the birth place of Gyro, from 
June 26 to 30 More information will be forthcoming.



District VIII Annual Meeting, Convention & Great Party
This function is a  GO!!! . It is scheduled for  September  23-26.  There may be a slight change in 
format but nothing that will preclude a great time. Remember, Ken Williamson will be installed as Lt. 
Governor at this function. Please advise President Wes of your intentions. 

Curlorama (October 22-24)
John Hodgson of the Calgary Club has the above dates tentatively booked in Canmore. Please advise 
Paul Stout or Dale Green if you are thinking of attending in order that it can be determined whether or 
not enough people are interested. Please be interested. We don't want the pandemic to put an end 
to this long running event. (over 60 years)
GYROSCOPE
Our Gyro Magazine can be accessed through gyro.org. Take a look and see what is going on around 
Gyro.
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I mowed the lawn today, and after doing so
I sat down and had a cold beer. 
The day was really quite beautiful, and the drink facilitated some deep thinking.
My wife walked by and asked me what I was doing,
and I said, "Nothing." 
The reason I said "nothing" instead of saying "just thinking" is because she then would have asked, 
"About what?"
At that point I would have had to explain that men are deep thinkers about various topics, which would 
lead to other questions.
Finally I pondered an age old question: Is giving birth more painful than getting kicked in the nuts?
Women always maintain that giving birth is way more painful than a guy getting kicked in the nuts, but 
how could they know?
Well, after another beer, and some more heavy deductive thinking, I have come up with an answer to 
that question.
Getting kicked in the nuts is more painful than having a baby, and even though I obviously couldn't 
really know, here is the reason for my conclusion:
A year or so after giving birth, a woman will often say, "It might be nice to have another child."
But you never hear a guy say, "You know, I think I would like another kick in the nuts."
I rest my case.
Time for another beer.  Then maybe a nap.
Courtesy of Al Clark
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