
 

Medicine Hat Information, Venues and Attractions 

 

About Medicine Hat 
 

➢ Population of just over 63,000 and boosts more days of sunshine than any other city in 

Canada.   

➢ Started in 1883 by the CPR building a bridge across the South Saskatchewan.  Drilling 

for water, the CPR accidentally discovered natural gas which has supplied the city needs 

since 1903.  

➢ Industry enjoys the savings of a city-owned gas utility and power generation - chemical 

plants, a tire & rubber plant, greenhouses, , brick & ceramic, etc.    

➢ Situated among some of Canada’s most productive farm and ranch land thanks to 

irrigation. 

➢ Easy to get around - our convention hotel, the Medicine Hat Lodge & Convention Center, 

is located adjacent to Highway #1 in the SE corner of the city. 

➢ Our venues within the city limits and none more than a 10-15min drive from our hotel. 

Driving Time (hrs) 

Calgary – 3, Edmonton - 5 ½, Regina – 5, Cranbrook – 5, Nelson - 7 ¾, Castlegar - 7 ¾, 

Wallace – 7 ¾ 

“Hell’s Basement” 

A nickname coined by Rudyard Kipling in 1907. 
Intrigued by the town’s name, Rudyard Kipling the famous English writer and poet, stopped in 

Medicine Hat in 1907.  The locals tried to impress him of the vast underground stores of natural 

gas. The story is that they turned on a gas pipe to full blast, threw a match to it and stood back as 

the roaring flame shot several hundred feet in the air.  It would seem they were successful as 

Kipling was inspired to write: “This part of the country seems to have all hell for a basement, 

and the only trap door appears to be in Medicine Hat”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday Events 

 Golf @ Cottonwood Coulee 

 

 

 

Nestled in the green coulee of Medicine Hat 

 A beautiful 18 hole executive golf course. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bocce, Dinner & Entertainment @ The Carriage House and Park  

 

At the Exhibition & Stampede grounds  

The Carriage House, backing on a 

private park with lawns & mature trees, 

has a spacious veranda and adjacent 

Pioneer Park. 

 

No matter what the weather an ideal 

spot for bocce fun, good food and 

friendship. 

 

 

 

Saturday - Mixed Lunch & Tour 

Medalta in the Historic Clay District - a National Historic Site 

 

Luncheon will be held within the Museum 

and Gallery space.   

 

Following lunch we will be given a guided 

tour of the facility.  

  

 

 



Tour includes: 

A “working museum” taking us through the old factory floors with the stories of the brick and 

ceramics industry history.   

World-renowned artist-in-residence program with exhibitions, workshops, a gallery, and 

contemporary ceramics studio. 

 

One of  the oldest industrial sites in Alberta - brick manufacturing started in 1886. 

➢ In the early days, clay was discovered in the banks of the river ideal for manufacturing brick 

and ceramics.   

➢ With the abundance of natural gas to fuel pottery kilns, Medicine Hat became a major 

supplier of clay products. 

➢ For many years known as Medicine Hat Brick & Tile, now I-XL Masonry Supplies Ltd,  

 

Andrew Penner, Calgary Herald, April 14, 2019   

“Situated in the Historic Clay District, Medalta Potteries is a National Historic Site.  Visitors 

can step inside the massive brick kilns where thousands of pottery pieces were blasted with 

thousand-degree heat and stroll through the turn-of-the-century facilities where the clay pieces 

were formed. A gift shop, cafe, and numerous galleries where historic and contemporary pieces 

are displayed are other highlights”.   

When asked what to do in Medicine Hat, “the Historic Clay District and Medalta Potteries is 

always one of my top suggestions”, says Abby Czibere with Medicine Hat Tourism. “It’s 

interactive, educational, interesting, and it’s appropriate for everyone, young and old.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Medicine Hat City and Nearby Places of Interest 

Explore during your free time 

1) Medicine Hat Downtown  

Filled with spectacular historic buildings. An incredible Contemporary Art Gallery & 

Museum. Terrific coffee shops, many trendy boutiques, and some unique and delicious 

restaurants. Grab a brochure at the Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre and take a self-guided 

Historic Walking Tour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre (401 1st Street SE) 

A true community museum with more than 25,000 artifacts which chronicle the lives, and 

values, of the people who built and shaped the community.  

Presented in an engaging and informative ways to learn about the successes and sacrifices 

which formed this community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3) Saamis Tepee 

An obvious landmark on south side of Highway #1 

midway through the city. 

Originally built for the 1988 Winter Olympics in 

Calgary.  Reassembled in Medicine Hat in 1991. 

The main masts of the Tepee measure 215 feet high 

(equivalent to a 20 story building!).   

Within the circle of the Tepee there are illustrated 

storyboards - all hand-painted and representing a variety 

of influences and history of First Nations heritage. 

“Saamis” is loosely translated as “medicine man's hat.” A number of legends tell this story, 

one of which is beautifully depicted in a sculptured brick mural at City Hall. The legend tells 

of a winter of great famine and hardship for the Blackfoot nation 

 

4) Red Rock Coulee – an Alberta Natural Area 

A little over a half-hour drive.  Head SW of the city on 

Highway #3 to Seven Persons, then travel south on 

Highway 887 for about 26 km to where the highway 

turns east. A sign near the curve directs you to a short 

access road to the site 

The round boulders are concretions, formed millions 

of years ago when sand, calcite and iron oxide 

combined to form these spherical shapes.  They are 

harder than the surrounding material, so when erosion carved the coulee, the softer material 

washed away, leaving these red rocks exposed.  Remarkable due to their consistent shape, 

their large size and brilliant color.   

 

➢ Elkwater – in Cypress Hills Park  

Approximately 35 minutes SE of Medicine Hat, a year-

round recreational area, consisting of a golf course, a 

marina and 6 pristine lakes, all within 20 minutes of the 

town site. The region boasts great fly-fishing and hiking.  

Elkwater is in Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park, the 

highest point in Canada between the Rockies and 

Labrador. 

 The park consists of 2,500 sq. km. of alpine 

environment above the surrounding prairie with rich scenic vistas, plant and animal life.    

     Remarkably, Elkwater & Banff share the same elevation (4048ft above sea level). 


